eye and its diseases. Incentives are provided to attract outstanding scientists to eye research
through annual awards.

Information Services; RPB provides information concerning vision research to news media,
legislators, practicing ophthalmologists and the public. The RPB National Science Writers
Seminar in Eye Research, conducted every several years, brings together outstanding vision
scientists, news editors and writers for reports and discussions of progress in the
management and prevention of blinding eye diseases. RPB publishes the formal scientific
reports for dissemination to the nation's practicing eye physicians. RPB answers general
inquiries about eye research on a limited basis. It does not offer specific advice or
recommendations on individual eye problems. All applications for support of vision
research must be made through chairmen of departments of ophthalmology.

Rural Rehabilitation Technologies Database (RRTD)
Medical Center RehabilitationTlospital (MCRH)
Box 8202
University Station
Grand Forks, ND   58202
(701) 780-2489

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All disabilities.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, physical and occupational therapists,
rehabilitation engineers, vocational rehabilitation counselors.

The Organization: The Rural Rehabilitation Technologies Database (RRTD) is an effort to
identify and catalog those innovations, inventions and ideas which have benefit for persons
with disabilities living in rural settings. The RRTD is a joint project of the Engineering
Experiment Station (EES) of the University of North Dakota and the Medical Center
Rehabilitation Hospital (MCRH). Many of these devices, ideas and products, designed or
developed by or for use by people in rural areas, have never been published or shared with
others. The RRTD provides a means by which ideas and information can be stored in a
data base and extracted as needed to help those interested in rural rehabilitation technology,
The information will be published in catalog form and will also be available on diskette for
use with personal computers.

Information Services: A descriptive brochure of the RRTD project is available. It is
anticipated that the RRTD catalog of ideas and products stored in the databank will be
published early in 1986. Also included in the catalog will be bibliographies of rural
rehabilitation services and technology publications, resources and related subjects.
Individuals are encouraged to share their ideas, devices or products by submitting them for
entry into the database. The registration form available from RRTD allows for protection
if the idea is not yet patented.

The RRTD provides technical assistance with invention registration and disclosure for those
devices not currently patented or commercially available. The project will also refer direct
inquiries concerning rural rehabilitation technology to appropriate organizations.

EES and MCRH are the originating and co-host organizations for the International
Conference on Rural Rehabilitation Technology (ICRRT).
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